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197. The Heads of State or Government emphasized that the IAEA is the sole inter-
governmental organization within the UN system with the mandate and expertise to 
deal with the technical subjects of nuclear safety and nuclear security.  
 
198. The Heads of State or Government stressed that the issues related to 
proliferation, should be resolved through political and diplomatic means, and that 
measures and initiatives taken in this regard should be within the framework of 
international law, relevant conventions and the UN Charter, and should contribute to 
the promotion of international peace, security and stability.    
 
199. The Heads of State or Government of the NAM States Parties to the Biological and 
Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) reaffirmed that the possibility of any use of 
bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins as weapons should be completely 
excluded, and the conviction that such use would be repugnant to the conscience of 
humankind. They recognized the particular importance of strengthening the 
Convention through multilateral negotiations for a legally binding Protocol and 
universal adherence to the Convention. They reiterated their call to promote 
international cooperation for peaceful purposes, including scientific-technical 
exchange. They underlined the importance to maintain close coordination among the 
NAM States Parties to the Convention and highlighted that the Convention on 
Biological and Toxin Weapons forms a whole and that, although it is possible to 
consider certain aspects separately, it is critical to deal with all of the issues 
interrelated to this Convention in a balanced and comprehensive manner. 
 
200. The Heads of State or Government of the NAM States Parties to the BTWC 
welcomed the active participation by NAM States Parties in the Seventh BTWC Review 
Conference held in Switzerland from 5-22 December 2011, to advance their positions 
on this Convention, particularly their key role in the adoption of the important 
decisions related to the implementation of Article X of the BTWC, especially by 
emphasizing the need for enhancing international cooperation, assistance and 
exchanges in toxins, biological agents equipment and technology for peaceful purposes, 
bearing in mind the Action Plan on the implementation of Article X submitted by the 
NAM States Parties at the Sixth Review Conference, and the additional NAM States 
Parties' proposal on a mechanism for the full, implementation of Article X of the 
Convention presented more recently. They further encouraged the BTWC States Parties 
to implement the Article X, as set forth in paragraphs 50-61 of the Final Document of 
the seventh BTWC Review Conference. They also welcomed the outcome of the Seventh 
Review Conference and in particular its decision to include cooperation and assistance 
as one of the Standing Agenda Items, with a particular focus on strengthening 
cooperation and assistance under Article X, as well as the Conference´s decision to 
establish a database system to facilitate requests for and offers of exchange of 
assistance and cooperation among States Parties, and the establishment of a 
Sponsorship Programme, funded by voluntary contributions from States Parties, in 
order to support and increase the participation of developing States Parties in the 
meetings of the intersessional programme in the framework of the BTWC. 
 
201. The Heads of State or Government of the States Parties to the Chemical Weapons 
Convention (CWC) invited all States that have not yet signed or ratified the Convention 
to do so as soon as possible with a view to its universality. They reaffirmed that the 
effective contribution of the Convention to international and regional peace and 
security can be enhanced through its full implementation, and in this context also 
encouraged all States Parties that have not yet done so to engage with the Technical 
Secretariat of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons on the steps 
that need to be undertaken for the national implementation of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the importance of 
international cooperation in the field of chemical activities for purposes not prohibited 
under the Chemical Weapons Convention. They reiterated their call on the developed 
countries to promote international cooperation for the benefit of States Parties through 
the transfer of technology, material and equipment for peaceful purposes in the 
chemical field and the removal of all and any discriminatory restrictions that are 
contrary to the letter and spirit of the Convention. They recalled that the full, balanced, 
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effective and non-discriminatory implementation of all provisions of the Convention in 
particular economic and technical development through international cooperation, is 
fundamental to the achievement of its object and purpose. The Heads of State or 
Government expressed their serious concern on the indications by certain possessor 
states parties that they will not meet their obligations regarding the deadlines for the 
total elimination of chemical weapons and that 36.28% of chemical weapons still 
remained to be destroyed as of 31st January 2012. While taking note of the decision on 
the Final Extended Deadline of 29 April, 2012 that was adopted by the 16th Session of 
the Conference of States Parties, they urged all possessor State Parties to take every 
necessary measure with a view to ensuring their compliance with the final extended 
destruction deadline in order to uphold the credibility and integrity of the Convention. 
 
202. The Heads of State or Government of the States Parties to the CWC reaffirmed 
that the implementation of the Article X of the CWC on assistance and protection 
against chemical weapons make a significant contribution to countering the threats of 
use of chemical weapons. They stressed the importance of achieving and maintaining a 
high level of readiness of the OPCW to provide timely and needed assistance and 
protection against use or threat of use of chemical weapons, including assistance to the 
victims of chemical weapons. 
 
203. The Heads of State or Government of the States Parties to the CWC welcomed the 
decision on Components of an agreed framework for the full implementation of Article 
XI adopted at the 16th Conference of the States Parties of the CWC and considered it as 
a positive step towards achieving the goal of the full, effective and non-

discriminatory implementation of Article XI. 

  
204. The Heads of State or Government of the States Parties to the CWC, while paying 
due respect to the chemical weapons victims and their families, declare their firm 
conviction that international support to provide special care and assistance to all 
victims suffering the effects of exposure to chemical weapons is an urgent 
humanitarian need and that the States Parties to the Convention as well as the OPCW 
should pay urgent attention to meeting these needs. In this context, they welcomed the 
decision adopted at the 16th Session of the Conference of States Parties to establish an 
International Support Network for Victims of Chemical Weapons and a voluntary Trust 
Fund for this purpose. 
   
205. The Heads of State or Government once again condemned the Israeli military 
aggression against the Gaza Strip in 2009 and the occupying power’s indiscriminate 
shelling and bombing of Palestinian civilian areas, and expressed their grave concern 
over the reported use in civilian areas of harmful and potentially fatal incendiary 
weapons, such as white phosphorous. In this regard, they reiterated their call for a 
thorough investigation of this serious matter by relevant bodies under the appropriate 
international conventions and agreements.  
 
206. The Heads of State or Government regretted unsubstantiated allegations of non-
compliance with relevant instruments on weapons of mass destruction and called on 
States Parties to such instruments that make such allegations to follow procedures set 
out in those instruments and to provide necessary substantiation for their allegations. 
They called upon all States Parties to the respective international instruments to 
implement fully and in a transparent manner all their obligations under these 
instruments.   
 
207. The Heads of State or Government expressed their satisfaction with the 
consensus among States on measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of 
mass destruction. They welcomed the adoption by consensus of the General Assembly 
Resolution 66/50 entitled “Measures to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of 
mass destruction” and underlined the need for this threat to humanity to be addressed 
within the UN framework and through international co-operation. While stressing that 
the most effective way of preventing terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction is through the total elimination of such weapons, they emphasized that 
progress was urgently needed in the area of disarmament and non-proliferation in 

CWC Resource Guide 2013   Page 465 of 488



NAM 2012/Doc.1/Rev.2 

68 

 

order to help maintain international peace and security and to contribute to global 
efforts against terrorism. They called upon all Member States to support international 
efforts to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass destruction and their 
means of delivery. They also urged all Member States to take and strengthen national 
measures, as appropriate, to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons of mass 
destruction, their means of delivery and materials and technologies related to their 
manufacture.   
 
208. While noting the adoption of resolution 1540 (2004), resolution 1673 (2006), 
resolution 1810 (2008) and resolution 1977 (2011) by the Security Council, the Heads 
of State or Government underlined the need to ensure that any action by the Security 
Council does not undermine the UN Charter and existing multilateral treaties on 
weapons of mass destruction and of international Organisations established in this 
regard, as well as the role of the General Assembly. They further cautioned against the 
continuing practice of the Security Council to utilize its authority to define the 
legislative requirements for Member States in implementing Security Council decisions. 
In this regard, the Heads of State or Government stressed the importance of the issue 
of non-state actors acquiring weapons of mass destruction to be addressed in an 
inclusive manner by the General Assembly, taking into account the views of all Member 
States.   
 
209. Mindful of the threat posed to humankind by the existing weapons of mass 
destruction, particularly Nuclear Weapons and underlining the need for the total 
elimination of such weapons, the Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the need to 
prevent the emergence of new types of weapons of mass destruction and therefore 
supported the necessity of monitoring the situation and triggering international action 
as required.  

 
210. The Heads of State or Government reaffirmed the sovereign right of States to 
acquire, manufacture, export, import and retain conventional arms and their parts and 
components for their self-defence and security needs. They expressed their concern 
about unilateral coercive measures and emphasized that no undue restriction should 
be placed on the transfer of such arms.  
 
211. The Heads of State or Government recognized the significant imbalance in the 
production, possession and trade in conventional weapons between the industrialized 
and the Non-Aligned Countries, and called for a significant reduction in the production, 
possession and trade of conventional weapons by the industrialized states with a view 
to enhancing international and regional peace and security.   
 
212. The Heads of State or Government remained deeply concerned over the illicit 
transfer, manufacture and circulation of small arms and light weapons (SALW) and 
their excessive accumulation and uncontrolled spread in many regions of the world. 
They recognized the need to establish and maintain controls over private ownership of 
small arms. They called on all States, in particular major producing States, to ensure 
that the supply of small arms and light weapons is limited only to Governments or to 
entities duly authorized by Governments and to implement legal restrictions and 
prohibitions preventing the illicit trade of small arms and light weapons. They 
encouraged all initiatives by States to mobilize resources and expertise as well as to 
provide assistance to strengthen the full implementation of the UN Program of Action to 
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in SALW in All Its Aspects.   
 
213. The Heads of State or Government emphasized the importance of a prompt and 
full implementation of the Programme of Action, and in this regard, stressed that 
international assistance and cooperation is an essential aspect in the full 
implementation of the Programme of Action. They expressed disappointment at the 
inability of the UN Conference to Review the Progress made in the Implementation of 
the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in SALW in 
All its Aspects, held in New York, from 26 June to 7 July 2006, to agree on a final 
Document. The Heads of State or Government noted the fourth Biennial Meeting of 
States held in New York, from 14 to 18 June 2010 which considered the national, 
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